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Spring semester, 2020. Wow what a year. It started like a normal year. I prepared for my classes as I 
normally would with the anxiety and nervousness that comes with it. When my classes finally started, I 
was relieved to know I was comfortable in my classes. I am taking a face to face English 106 class and an 
online Math 110 class. My advisor told me I should be ok taking the math class online, but I should 
probably take the English class in person. I am a 3.75 GPA student so I didn’t figure this semester would 
be much different. Things started good in math mostly since math has always came easy to me, and 
English was going ok although I knew it was going to be a little tougher than my other writing classes 
since the instructor had a different style and a more complete grading style than my previous 
professors. My grades were faltering a bit in English and math a bit, but I knew my instructor would be 
able to help. I was proud of my GPA and wanted to keep it high, so I really wanted to dig in and get to 
work, then it happened. Corona virus. What is it? Can it hurt me? I’m tough its no big deal I’m going to 
go to class and just deal with it. Nope! The world shut down. I started seeing news flashes that the 
schools and colleges were going to close their buildings to face to face classes. I hadn’t heard about 
DMACC yet, so I figured we were still good to go. It has not really set in yet what was happening in the 
world until I went to DMACC west for an extra credit assignment and when I walked in there were signs 
that said, “no handshaking”. I was wondering what in the world?? Then my wife explained that was 
keeping the virus from spreading and it hit me wow this is going to affect us all. Like a fool I ran into my 
math professor there and out of habit reached my hand out to introduce myself by shaking his hand. He 
must have the same habit since he shook mine back. Afterwards my wife told me what I did. I sat there 
the whole time wondering and worrying if I was going to get sick. I washed my hands as soon as the 
lecture was over. We left that evening and all I could think about was the virus and how it is going to 
mess up everything. I woke a few days later to news that DMACC has closed its campus. Now what? I 
was struggling already in my English class and was really relying on my face to face with my instructor 
and other students. The college came out with a pass/fail option so it wouldn’t hurt my GPA. I pondered 
it, but I’m not a quitter and that is what that option feels like. My instructors are struggling also to make 
everything work and I believe they are considering the whole pandemic and how it is affecting everyone, 
and I believe in my heart they will make it right when it comes to the grades. It is almost final week and I 
am looking forward to this semester being over, but I am looking more forward to the world getting 
back to normal and not having to wear a face mask everywhere I go. I am also ready to get back to being 
able to see my friends and family, whether school or personal. Lets hope it ends soon! 
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